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21 May 2020 

Dear Parish Clerk and Chair 

South Cambridgeshire District Council’s Planning Committee Scheme of Delegation 

I am writing to update you on the Planning Scheme of Delegation which was debated at today's 

Full Council meeting. You will recall that back in February our Planning Committee agreed a 

constitutional change to the existing scheme and the reason for this letter is to inform you that 

this change has been formally accepted at today's Full Council meeting. 

Before I explain what difference this change will make, I would just like to remind you that the 

current scheme of delegation was instigated by the previous administration at South 

Cambridgeshire District Council back in 2016. The reason for this was that, primarily due to 

there being no 5-year housing land supply at that time, the Planning Committee was 

overwhelmed with requests from Members and Parish Councils for planning applications to be 

heard by committee.  

This was hardly surprising as the Council was inundated with planning applications 

for development outside of the existing local plan. These regrettably resulted in some thousands 

of houses gaining permission that had not been planned for. Since then I am glad to say we 

now have a 5-year housing land supply and the new shared planning service is making great 

strides. 

Two years ago, the new administration undertook a review of the whole of the Council’s 

constitution. The new constitution was also adopted today. There were two outcomes of the part 

of this review that encompassed the planning scheme of delegation. 

The first was that in order to avoid any further challenges to the legality of the scheme, the 

Council had committed to make a small change. This change, which is the only one made 

today, means that the decision to take an application to the Planning Committee for 

determination has to be made by the Joint Director of Planning or his delegated officers 

in consultation with the Chair of the Planning Committee, rather than by the Chair in 

consultation with officers. In practice, consideration of requests will continue to be made through 

a joint meeting of both the Director and Chair.  

All other aspects of the scheme remain the same, including the process for requesting that 

applications be considered by Planning Committee, the need to provide material planning 

reasons for the request and the requirement for officers to provide an explanation when a 



request is refused. The guidance also now emphasises that, in cases which raise issues which 

are sensitive or controversial, the Planning Committee would normally expect the planning 

officer to refer the matter to the Committee. 

Planning Advisory Service Review 

The second outcome of the constitutional review was that a separate piece of work on the 

Planning Scheme of Delegation is needed before more substantive improvements could be 

considered. We have now commissioned the review of our Planning Committees that I informed 

you of earlier this year. This will be carried out by the Planning Advisory Service (PAS) and will 

include consideration of the customer experience, Planning Committee format and process, 

roles and responsibilities and the scheme of delegation, as well as a review of our call-in 

procedures. It will draw on best practice from other councils. It will also include consultation with 

Parish Councils as key participants in the process of getting good planning decisions.  

We are ready to proceed with this review as soon as the PAS can facilitate it. However, they are 

currently experiencing delays due to the Coronavirus outbreak which is understandable. 

Next steps 

I am the first to acknowledge that the current process is imperfect and leaves many parish 

councils and district councillors dissatisfied. While we await the outcome of the PAS review, I 

am certain that the functioning of the current process can be optimised, and I know that the 

Director and his team are working hard to achieve this. I have stressed how responses to parish 

council requests are as full as possible and I know that a richer engagement between the 

Planning Service and Parish Councils, including through new area planning teams, is part of our 

plan for the year ahead.  

Parish Councils play a particularly important and valued role in helping the Council to decide 

upon planning applications in South Cambridgeshire. You are closest to your communities and 

are able to ensure that all relevant matters are raised. We, as the planning authority, must give 

you full confidence that all views are fully taken into account. This can only be done by having a 

transparent and robust system in place.  

I look forward very much to continuing to work closely with you in the best interests of our 

residents. 

Kind regards, 

 

 

Cllr Bridget Smith 
Leader, South Cambridgeshire District Council  


